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Please select the appropriate box(s) of the modalities in which this course will be offered, and fill out the 
appropriate sections for that mode. 

 Face-to-Face – Section B 
Correspondence Education – Section C 
Distance Education – Section D 
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JUSTIFICATION OF NEED: 

This course is required for the A.S. Degree in Child Development  
This course is a State of California Commission On Teacher Credentialing licensing requirement. 
This course is transferable to CSU.

CATALOG DESCRIPTION: 

Examination of the development of social identities in diverse societies including theoretical and practical implications of oppression 
and privilege as they apply to young children, families, programs, classrooms and teaching. Various classroom strategies will be 
explored emphasizing culturally and linguistically appropriate anti-bias approaches supporting all children in becoming competent 
members of a diverse society. Course includes self examination and reflection on issues related to social identity, stereotypes and 
bias, social and educational access, media and schooling.

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
A. Understand the nature and processes of systemic and internalized privilege and oppression and their impacts on children’s identity 
development and learning. 
B. Identify and assess the overt and covert ways in which stereotypes and prejudice are learned. 
C. Explore the unique and overlapping issues in racism, sexism, classism, heterosexism, ableism, and ethnocentrism as they relate to 
children and to early childhood settings. 
D. Explore and define issues of cultural identity including factors such as language, ethnicity, religion, immigration, and economic 
class - in relationship to children, families, and early childhood settings. 
E. Define and assess the impacts of factors such as language, ethnicity, religion, immigration, and economic class in the personal 
history of the student and the subsequent impact on teaching young children and families. 
F. Plan classroom environments, materials and approaches to effectively promote pride in one’s own identity and delight and respect 
for social diversity. 
G. Demonstrate strategies for helping children negotiate and resolve conflicts caused by cultural, class and gender differences, with a 
focus on using anti-bias approaches in the classroom. 
H. Evaluate inclusive classroom environments, materials and approaches that are developmentally, culturally and linguistically 
appropriate to specific groups of children. 
I. Describe a variety of strategies for creating partnerships with parents through building mutual, collaborative relationships, and to 
challenge bias and injustice in the lives of their children. 
J. Review professional ethics and responsibilities and legal implications of bias, prejudice and/or exclusion. 
K. Identify teacher’s roles and responsibilities in creating a more just world for every child.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:  

1. Analyze various aspects of children’s experience as members of families targeted by social 
bias considering the significant role of education in reinforcing or contradicting such experiences. 
 
2. Evaluate the impact of personal experiences and social identity on teaching effectiveness.

A.  COURSE OUTLINE AND SCOPE 

1.  Outline of topics or content: 
- The highly diverse world in which children now live 
- Issues of inequity and access as they relate to young children in a world of diversity 
- The nature of systemic and internalized oppression and privilege and the subsequent impacts on children’s identity development and 
learning 
- How children think: pre-prejudice, impacts of silence, overt and covert social messages 
- Stereotypes, isms, bias, prejudice, fear, hatred 
- Impact of privilege and oppression 
- Differences between individual prejudice and the systems within a society that maintain unequal access based on race, gender, 
economic class, ability, sexual orientation, religious beliefs, culture, language and all isms 
- Clarification of terms: Sex, gender, gender role, sexual orientation; racial, ethnic, cultural, national identity; nuclear family, blended 
family, single-parent family; trans-racial family, gay-lesbian family, extended family, adoptive family, foster family; etc. 
- Identification of stereotypes and biased messages in the media and in the classroom and exploration of educational approaches that 
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teach children how to challenge such messages and develop alternative behaviors 
- Culturally and developmentally appropriate classrooms: curriculum, environment; human relationships 
- Anti-bias approaches to all curriculum arenas, materials, activities, goals, assessment 
- Environments and curriculums that reflect children’s cultures and experiences and that expose children to the larger communities in 
which they live 
- Environments and curriculum that challenge children’s biases and support the acquisition of authentic information about human 
differences 
- Effects of dominant culture holiday curriculums; examination of culturally and class embedded traditions of diverse groups 
- Children’s books and media to support identity development and anti-bias thinking and represent home language, culture and 
traditions, stories and songs 
- Personal histories and experiences; internalized privilege and oppression; impacts on teaching identity, choices and teaching roles 
with children and families 
- The teacher as model: self knowledge; recognition and respect for differences; responsive behaviors; acknowledgement and struggle 
with bias; change agent for and with children, families and colleagues 
- Teachers and families: teacher responsibility to assess power dynamics; and commitment to co-creation of anti-bias approaches 

2.  If a course contains laboratory or clinical/field hours, list examples of activities or topics: 

3.  Examples of reading assignments: 
1. The assigned and optional textbooks  
2. Professional journals 
a. Young Children 
b. Child Development 
3. Daily newspapers and weekly news magazines 
    a. Newsweek 
    b. Time 
4. Internet sites 
    a. www.ffcd.org 
    b. www.naccp.org
4.  Examples of writing assignments: 

1. Short essays related to child development 
2. A research plan and summary of recorded observations 
3. Reviews of articles found in professional journals and/or current periodicals 
4. Semester project report evaluating a given case study of child development within a given educational program

5.  Appropriate assignments to be completed outside of class: 

1. Reading and writing assignments as specified in the course syllabus 
2. Library and/or internet research 
3. Field trips to educational programs 
4. Observations of individuals and groups as assigned

6.  Appropriate assignments that demonstrate critical thinking: 

Observations that require students to determine specific skills and settings

7.  Other assignments (if applicable): 
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The student will attend one class period at the Palo Verde College Don Kuykendall Child Development Center or other approved 
center in the community to observe and document one of the course objectives as assigned by the instructor.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Check if Section B is not applicable 

B.  FACE-TO-FACE COURSE SECTIONS:  
Face-to-face education 
Is a mode of delivery in which instruction is delivered in a traditional classroom setting, with instructor and 
students located simultaneously in the same classroom facility.

1.  Describe the methods of instruction:  
1. Lecture and visual aids 
2. Discussion and problem-solving activities in class 
3. Films and other audio-visual materials 
4. Collaborative projects 
5. Homework and extended projects 
6. Field trips and projects at various school and educational programs 
7. Guest speakers
2.  Describe the methods of evaluating of student performance. 
1. Performance on in class written assignments that test the student’s ability to analyze as well as to synthesize child development 
theory and data 
2. Performance on out of class writing assignments that test the ability of the student to assess and evaluate child development 
principles 
3. Performance on the preparation and organization of ideas, theories and contexts of development that may include 
    a. Objective and essay examinations 
    b. Critiques of specific reading assignments 
    c. Oral analysis of textbook and supplemental reading assignments 
4. Performance on field research projects  
5. Performance on in-class group projects 
6. Class attendance and participation
3.  Describe how the confidentiality of the student’s work and grades will be maintained. 

Instructors shall make reasonable efforts to protect the confidentiality of students’ grades and graded work consistent with practices 
described in the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).

4.  If the course has a lab component, describe how lab work is to be conducted and how student work 
is to be evaluated. 

NOTE: Students will be encouraged by instructors of this course to direct themselves to the College’s Disabled Students’ 
Programs and Services (DSP&S) department if they believe they have a learning disability.   

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Check if Section C is not applicable 

C.  CORRESPONDENCE EDUCATION COURSE SECTIONS (Correspondence, hybrid correspondence) 
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Correspondence education 
is a mode of delivery in which instructional materials are delivered by mail, 
courier or electronic transmission to students who are separated from the instructor by distance.  Contact 
between instructor and students is asynchronous.
Hybrid correspondence education
 is the combination of correspondence and face-to-face interaction 
between instructor and student.  

1.  Describe the methods of instruction. 

Instructional materials, including readings, assignments, background materials, tests and quizzes may be delivered in traditional 
written form or posted to Palo Verde College’s Bridge website for review by students.   Instructors may also conduct discussion 
sessions with students in writing or via the Internet.

2.  Describe the methods of evaluating student performance. 
1. Performance on written assignments that test the student’s ability to analyze as well as to synthesize child development theory and 
data 
2. Performance on writing assignments that test the ability of the student to assess and evaluate child development principles 
3. Performance on the preparation and organization of ideas, theories and contexts of development that may include 
    a. Objective and essay examinations 
    b. Critiques of specific reading assignments 
    c. Oral analysis of textbook and supplemental reading assignments 
4. Performance on field research projects  
5. Performance on group projects 
6. Class participation in written form
3.  Describe how regular, effective contact between the instructor and a student is maintained. 

Regular, effective contact includes, but is not limited to, exams; quizzes; essays; research papers; graded homework assignments; 
syllabus receipt; office hours; instant messaging; and synchronous online discussions, e-mails, letters, notes, phone calls, or postings 
on the Bridge between instructor and student.

4.  Describe procedures that help verify the individual submitting class work is the same individual  
enrolled in the course section. 

Consistent with policy elements listed in the ACCJC’s “Policy on Distance Education and on Correspondence Education,” the 
College verifies the identity of a student who participates in class or coursework by using, at the College’s discretion, such methods as 
a secure log-in and password, proctored examinations, or other technologies or practices that are developed and effective in verifying 
each student’s identification.

5.  Describe procedures that evaluate the readiness of a student to succeed in a correspondence or 
hybrid correspondence course section. 

The procedure might consist of a short assessment questionnaire prepared by the instructor and self-administered by the student.  The 
questionnaire would evaluate areas such as working independently, adhering to timelines, and familiarity with working online and 
with computer technology.  The student would use the resulting score to evaluate his or her readiness to take the course in a 
correspondence or hybrid correspondence instructional mode.

6.  Describe how the confidentiality of the student’s work and grades will be maintained. 

Instructors shall make reasonable efforts to protect the confidentiality of students’ grades and graded work consistent with practices 
described in the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).

7.  If the course has a lab component, describe how lab work is to be conducted and how student work  
is to be evaluated. 
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8.  If the course requires specialized equipment, including computer and computer software or other 
equipment, identify the equipment, and describe how it is to be accessed by students. 

The students may use a computer with internet and e-mail and be able to access the college “bridge” to access assignments and tests 
or manually write assignmnts and tests on paper and return them to the instructor through the mail.  

Note: Students will be encouraged by instructors of this course to direct themselves to the College’s Disabled Students’ 
Programs and Services (DSP&S) department if they believe they have a learning disability. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Check if Section D is not applicable 

D.  DISTANCE EDUCATION COURSE SECTIONS (online, ITV, hybrid) 
Online education 
is a mode of delivery in which all instruction occurs online via the Internet.  Student and 
instructor access to email and the Internet is required.  Students are required to complete class work using 
email, chat rooms, discussion boards and other instructional online venues. 

Interactive television (ITV) 
is a mode of synchronous delivery in which instruction occurs via interactive 
television (closed circuit). 

Hybrid instruction 
is a combination of face-to-face instruction and online instruction. 
 

1.  Describe the methods of instruction. 
Online education: Instructional materials, including readings, assignments, background materials, tests and quizzes are posted to Palo 
Verde College’s Bridge website for review by students.   Instructors may also conduct discussion sessions with students via the 
Internet. 
 
Hybrid: Combines online instruction with face-to-face instruction and may consist of a combination of Internet-based instruction and 
face- 
to-face instruction in a traditional classroom. Methods of instruction may include, but are not limited to lecture and visual aids, 
discussion and problem-solving activities, films and other audio-visual materials, collaborative projects, homework and extended 
projects, field trips and projects at various school and educational programs and guest speakers. 
 
ITV: Instruction is conducted synchronously on closed-circuit television. Methods of instruction may include, but are not limited to 
lecture and visual aids, discussion and problem-solving activities, films and other audio-visual materials, collaborative projects, 
homework and extended projects, field trips and projects at various school and educational programs and guest speakers.

2.  Describe the methods of evaluating of student performance.
1. Performance on written assignments that test the student’s ability to analyze as well as to synthesize child development theory and 
data 
2. Performance on writing assignments that test the ability of the student to assess and evaluate child development principles 
3. Performance on the preparation and organization of ideas, theories and contexts of development that may include 
    a. Objective and essay examinations 
    b. Critiques of specific reading assignments 
    c. Oral analysis of textbook and supplemental reading assignments 
4. Performance on field research projects  



Academic Senate Approved 3-11-2014, Revised 6-1-2016

5. Performance on group projects 
6. Class participation
3.  Describe how regular, effective contact between the instructor and a student is maintained. 

Regular, effective contact includes, but is not limited to, exams; quizzes; essays; research papers; graded homework assignments; 
syllabus receipt; office hours; instant messaging; online discussions; e-mails; letters; notes; phone calls; or postings on the Bridge 
between instructor and student.

4.  Describe procedures that help verify the individual submitting class work is the same individual 
enrolled in the course section. 

Consistent with policy elements listed in the ACCJC’s “Policy on Distance Education and on Correspondence Education,” the 
College verifies the identity of a student who participates in class or coursework by using and the College’s discretion, such methods 
as a secure log-in and password, proctored examinations, or other technologies or practices that are developed and effective in 
verifying each student’s identification.

5.  Describe procedures that evaluate the readiness of a student to succeed in an online, ITV or hybrid  
course section. 

At the discretion of the instructor, the procedure might consist of a short assessment questionnaire prepared by the instructor and 
self-administered by the student.  The questionnaire would evaluate areas such as working independently, adhering to timelines, and 
familiarity with working online and with computer technology.  The student would use the resulting score to evaluate his or her 
readiness to take the course in an online, ITV or hybrid instructional mode.

6.  Describe how the confidentiality of the student’s work and grades will be maintained. 

Instructors shall make reasonable efforts to protect the confidentiality of students’ grades and graded work consistent with practices 
described in the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).

7.  If the course has a lab component, describe how lab work is to be conducted and how student work 
is to be evaluated. 

8.  If the course requires specialized equipment, including computer and computer software or other 
equipment, identify the equipment, and describe how it is to be accessed by students.   

The students are required to use a computer with internet and e-mail and be able to access the college “bridge” to access assignments 
and tests.  They will need to use word processing and may need access to an ITV station.

Note: Students will be encouraged by instructors of this course to direct themselves to the College’s Disabled Students’ 
Programs and Services (DSP&S) department if they believe they have a learning disability. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
E.  REPRESENTATIVE TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER READING AND STUDY MATERIALS: 
List author, title, and current publication date of all representative materials.   

Lisanna Follari; Valuing Diversity in Early Childhood Education, 1st Ed, 2015, Pearson  
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